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Regional
Community
Events Fund
Guidelines
The Regional Community
Events Fund (RCEF) has been
established by the Victorian
Government as part of the
Government’s commitment
to support regional and
rural Victoria to recover
from the impacts of the
coronavirus pandemic.
The RCEF will provide
funding support for events
that can demonstrate the
financial impacts on their
operations as a result of
staging COVIDSafe events.
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The Fund will be administered
by Visit Victoria, which
will consult with Regional
Development Victoria on
the strength of applications,
with final endorsement of
funding allocations presented
to the Minister for Regional
Development. A total funding
pool of $1 million will be available
for allocation to eligible events
with a maximum grant allocation
of $25,000 excluding GST.

Description and
Objectives of the fund
The RCEF seeks to enable the
continued operation of public
community events in regional
Victoria by supporting costs
and regulatory requirements
of staging COVIDSafe events,
and assisting in increasing
community confidence in
attending these events.
The objectives of the fund:

Definitions
• For the purposes of this grant,
a community event is defined
as a temporary organised
activity, open to the general
public, where people physically
gather with a common
purpose that aims to enhance
community life.
• Regional Victoria is
defined under the Regional
Development Victoria Act
2002 as comprising the 48
Local Government Authorities
outside of metropolitan
Melbourne plus the six
alpine resorts

• To support community events
with increased costs of running
COVIDSafe events;
• To provide marketing support
to assist with event promotion
and awareness of COVIDSafe
compliance to ensure
community confidence; and
• To increase economic and
social benefits through
supporting the continuation
of community events.
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Eligibility Criteria

Eligible costs:

Support will be considered
for events that:

• Support towards additional
costs to implement COVIDSafe
measures at events, such as,
but not limited to:

• Are public community events

Applying for a RCEF Grant
Application Requirements
Applicants must include the
following details:

• Demonstrate financial and
organisational capacity to
successfully deliver the event;

- Density management/crowd
management;

• Overview of the event;

- Record keeping;

• Are inclusive, enhance
community wellbeing and social
connectedness; and

• Population of regional location,
ie city, town populations;

- Communications;

• Can demonstrate community
economic benefit.

- Event temporary fencing; and

Applications will be
considered from:
• Private sector organisations;
• Not for profit organisations,
including sporting, cultural and
community groups that are an
incorporated body, cooperative
or association;
• Local government authorities;
• Venues;
• Funded organisations must
have:
- An Australian Business
Number (ABN); and
- A minimum of $20 million
public liability insurance
and other relevant
insurance cover.
Eligible community events
include, but are not limited to,
those falling into the following
categories:
• Creative;
• Cultural;
• Festival;
• Sport;
• Culinary;
• Agricultural/country shows; and
• Community public holiday
celebrations such as Australia
Day or ANZAC Day.
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- Covid marshals;

- Cleaning and hygiene
• Cost of marketing activities
required to increase visitor
confidence in attending events.
What will not be funded:
The RCEF will not fund:
• Business as usual costs to
operate regional community
events that have not changed
as a result of impacts arising
from the COVID-19 pandemic;
• Requests that do not align
with the RCEF objectives;
• Events or event organisers that
have failed to acquit previous
funding;
• Events where the funding being
requested has been provided
by other state and
Commonwealth sources;
• Events that have already taken
place, that is, retrospective
funding will not be provided;
• Events staged outside Victoria
or in metropolitan Melbourne;
• Events that do not demonstrate
financial sustainability;
• Events that will commence
within four weeks of submission
of application or after 31
December 2022.

• Expected attendance (and
attendance at the event in
the past);
• An overview of marketing
activities that will be
undertaken to attract
attendees;
• How the event supports:
- Community wellbeing;
- Social connectedness;
- Inclusivity; and
- Provides an economic benefit
to the community, for example
through involvement of local
businesses, spending of event
attendees;
• Demonstrate how staging a
COVIDSafe event has had a
financial impact on the event;
• An event budget detailing
increased cost as a result of
impacts arising from COVID-19
compliance. This budget must
detail revenue (including
any other funding support),
expenditure and how the RCEF
support will be used.
Fund Opening and Closing Dates
The RCEF will be open for
applications as follows:
• Opening date: 1 November
2021 at 9.00 am;
• Closing date: 30 November
2021 at 5.00 pm.
A further funding round will open
if funds are not fully expensed
during this period.
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Application Process
All applications for a RCEF grant
will be managed through the
following process:
Step 1 - Applicants are required to
submit an online application via
smartygrants link located here.
Step 2 - Applications will be
assessed competitively against
the eligibility and assessment
criteria for the program.
Step 3 - Successful applicants will
receive an official letter of offer
from the Minister for Regional
Development.
Step 4 - Successful applicants will
enter into a funding agreement
with the Victorian Government,
managed by Visit Victoria.

Criteria for Assessment
• Grant funding level - Amount
of grant funding requested is
commensurate with the scale
of the event and the expected
benefits, taking into account
the size of the local population.
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• Need for support - The event
can demonstrate the financial
impacts arising from COVID-19
impacts on event delivery,
outside of business as
usual costs.
• Economic and community
benefits - The event can
demonstrate the economic
and community benefits to
the local area that would flow
from the event.
• Capability for successful
delivery - Does the application
demonstrate sufficient
capability of the applicant to
successfully deliver the event?
Is the event financially viable?
Does the applicant have a
good track record of successful
event delivery and grant
acquittal (if applicable)?

Privacy
Any personal information about
applicants or a third party in
an application will be collected
by Visit Victoria. This information
may be provided to Victorian
Government bodies for the
purpose of assessing your
application. If you intend to
include personal information

about third parties in your
application, please ensure
they are aware of the contents
of the privacy statement here.
• Any personal information
about you or a third party in
your correspondence will be
collected, held, managed, used,
disclosed or transferred in
accordance with the provisions
of the Privacy and Data
Protection Act 2014 and other
applicable laws.
• Visit Victoria is committed
to protecting the privacy of
personal information. You can
find Visit Victoria’s Privacy
Statement online at www.
visitvictoria.com.au.
• Enquiries about access to
information about you held
by Visit Victoria should be
directed to the Corporate Affairs
department of Visit Victoria.

Important Information
Please note applicants must not
assume they will be successful
or enter into commitments
based on that assumption
before receiving formal
notification of the outcome
of their funding application.

